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FORM 2: DIAGNOSTIC ASSESSMENT 
FOR SKILL ANALYSIS 

(© Wiley Blevins, 2023)

Preparation

Print a class supply of the Comprehensive Phonics Survey—
Diagnostic Assessment and the Comprehensive Phonics Survey—
Diagnostic Assessment: Individual Scoring Sheet. Also print a copy 
of the Comprehensive Phonics Survey—Diagnostic Assessment: 
Class Record Sheet (Form 2b).

Administering the Assessment

Administer the Comprehensive Phonics Survey—Diagnostic 
Assessment, one child at a time, in the class three times a 
year—at the beginning, middle, and end.

1.	 Show the child the Comprehensive Phonics Survey (Form 2a).  
Explain to the child that he or she is to read each word. 
Point out that the words in the first column are nonsense, 
or made up, words. The words in the second column are 
real words.

2.	 Have the child point to each word and read it aloud. 
Circle each correct response. Record the child’s errors on 
the Comprehensive Phonics Survey—Diagnostic Assessment: 
Individual Scoring Sheet to use for error analysis (for 
example, send for smend). Record the number correct and 
note the speed in the boxes for each part of the 
assessment.

Scoring the Assessment

1.	 Count a word correct if the pronunciation is correct 
according to common sound-spelling relationships.

2.	 Total the number of words the child read correctly. 
Analyze the mispronounced words, looking for patterns 
that might give you information about the child’s 
decoding strengths and weaknesses.
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238 Appendices: Assessments

3.	 Focus future instruction on those sound-spelling 
relationship categories (e.g., short vowels, long vowels) in 
which the child made three or more errors.

4.	 Use the Comprehensive Phonics Survey—Diagnostic 
Assessment: Class Record Sheet (Form 2b) to record all 
children’s scores for each testing period to determine 
small-group differentiated instructional needs.
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Appendix A: Comprehensive Phonics Surveys 239

Comprehensive Phonics Survey—Diagnostic  
Assessment for Skill Analysis (Form 2a)

A. SHORT  
VOWELS

B. CONSONANT BLENDS 
AND DIGRAPHS

C. LONG  
VOWELS

Nonsense 
Word

Real  
Word

Nonsense 
Word

Real  
Word

Nonsense 
Word

Real  
Word

 1.  lat  11.  zap  1.  sheg  11.  mesh  1.  sote  11.  dime

 2.  ped  12.  den  2.  chab  12.  pinch  2.  mabe  12.  coal

 3.  sib  13.  rim  3.  stot  13.  swell  3.  foap  13.  stow

 4.  mog  14.  gob  4.  whid  14.  wham  4.  weam  14.  weak

 5.  vun  15.  hut  5.  thuzz  15.  bath  5.  glay  15.  sway

 6.  fim  16.  quill  6.  bruck  16.  drop  6.  shain  16.  chain

 7.  hep  17.  wed  7.  cliss  17.  flick  7.  dright  17.  fright

 8.  yot  18.  job  8.  smend  18.  snub  8.  hupe  18.  key

 9.  rud  19.  cuff  9.  thrist  19.  split  9.  heest  19.  seep

10.  cag 20.  yak 10.  phum 20.  graph 10.  sny 20.  mild

D. COMPLEX VOWELS E. MULTISYLLABIC WORDS

Nonsense Word Real Word Nonsense Word Real Word

 1.  doit  11.  join  1.  rigfap  11.  plastic

 2.  spoud  12.  frown  2.  churbit  12.  barber

 3.  clar  13.  harm  3.  napsate  13.  complete

 4.  foy  14.  soy  4.  readloid  14.  explain

 5.  jern  15.  perk  5.  foutray  15.  seaweed

 6.  moof  16.  booth  6.  moku  16.  virus

 7.  lurst  17.  nurse  7.  wolide  17.  stampede

 8.  porth  18.  bore  8.  lofarm  18.  export

 9.  stook  19.  wood  9.  pagbo  19.  mishap

10.  flirch 20.  dirt 10.  plizzles 20.  fiddle

Name    Date 
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240 Appendices: Assessments

Comprehensive Phonics Survey—Diagnostic Assessment: 
Class Record Sheet (Form 2b)

A. SHORT  
VOWELS

B. CONSONANT BLENDS 
AND DIGRAPHS

C. LONG  
VOWELS

Nonsense 
Word

Real  
Word

Nonsense 
Word

Real  
Word

Nonsense 
Word

Real  
Word

 1.  lat  11.  zap 1.  sheg 11.  mesh 1.  sote 11.  dime 

 2.  ped  12.  den 2.  chab 12.  pinch 2.  mabe 12.  coal 

 3.  sib  13.  rim 3.  stot 13.  swell 3.  foap 13.  stow 

 4.  mog  14.  gob 4.  whid 14.  wham 4.  weam 14.  weak 

 5.  vun 15.  hut 5.  thuzz 15.  bath 5.  glay 15.  sway 

 6.  fim 16.  quill 6.  bruck 16.  drop 6.  shain 16.  chain 

 7.  hep 17.  wed 7.  cliss 17.  flick 7.  dright 17.  fright 

 8.  yot 18.  job 8.  smend 18.  snub 8.  hupe 18.  key 

 9.  rud 19.  cuff 9.  thrist  19.  split 9.  heest 19.  seep 

10.  cag 20.  yak 10.  phum 20.  graph 10.  sny 20.  mild 

D. COMPLEX VOWELS E. MULTISYLLABIC WORDS

Nonsense Word Real Word Nonsense Word Real Word

 1.  doit 11.  join 1.  rigfap 11.  plastic  

 2.  spoud 12.  frown 2.  churbit 12.  barber 

 3.  clar 13.  harm 3.  napsate 13.  complete 

 4.  foy 14.  soy 4.  readloid 14.  explain 

 5.  jern 15.  perk 5.  foutray 15.  seaweed 

 6.  moof 16.  booth 6.  moku 16.  virus 

 7.  lurst 17.  nurse 7.  wolide 17.  stampede  

 8.  porth 18.  bore 8.  lofarm 18.  export 

 9.  stook 19.  wood 9.  pagbo 19.  mishap 

10.  flirch 20.  dirt 10.  plizzles 20.  fiddle 
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Appendix A: Comprehensive Phonics Surveys 241

Comprehensive Phonics Survey—Diagnostic  
Assessment for Skill Analysis: Error Analysis Sheet

Check for accuracy of the pronunciations in ___color 2___.

A. SHORT  
VOWELS

B. CONSONANT BLENDS 
& DIGRAPHS

C. LONG  
VOWELS

Nonsense 
Word

Real  
Word

Nonsense  
Word

Real  
Word

Nonsense 
Word

Real  
Word

 1.  lat 11.  zap  1.  sheg 11.  mesh  1.  sote 11.  dime

 2.  ped 12.  den  2.  chab 12.  pinch  2.  mabe 12.  coal

 3.  sib 13.  rim  3.  stot 13.  swell  3.  foap 13.  stow

 4.  mog 14.  gob  4.  whid 14.  wham  4.  weam 14.  weak

 5.  vun 15.  hut  5.  thuzz 15.  bath  5.  glay 15.  sway

 6.  fim 16.  quill  6.  bruck 16.  drop  6.  shain 16.  chain

 7.  hep 17.  wed  7.  cliss 17.  flick  7.  dright 17.  fright

 8.  yot 18.  job  8.  smend 18.  snub  8.  hupe 18.  key

 9.  rud 19.  cuff  9.  thrist 19.  split  9.  heest 19.  seep

10.  cag 20.  yak 10.  phum 20.  graph 10.  sny 20.  mild

D. COMPLEX VOWELS E. MULTISYLLABIC WORDS

Nonsense Word Real Word Nonsense Word Real Word

1.  doit 11.  join 1.  rigfap 11.  plastic

2.  spoud 12.  frown 2.  churbit 12.  barber

3.  clar 13.  harm 3.  napsate 13.  complete

4.  foy 14.  soy 4.  readloid 14.  explain

5.  jern 15.  perk 5.  foutray 15.  seaweed

6.  moof 16.  booth 6.  moku 16.  virus

7.  lurst 17.  nurse 7.  wolide 17.  stampede

8.  porth 18.  bore 8.  lofarm 18.  export

9.  stook 19.  wood 9.  pagbo 19.  mishap

10.  flirch 20.  dirt 10.  plizzles 20.  fiddle
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